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WE HAVE EFFECTUATE CONGRESSION

Did you spend approximately 30 
Days at CAMP LEJEUNE 

between 1953 - 1987?

Meet with an attorney in
Van Buren County NOW!

Get The Benefits You Deserve

GLOBAL SERVICES

VA DISABILITY LAW CENTER

www.cooperlawplc.com
COOPER LAW P.C.

We Defend Your Rights!  Call 269-436-8316           www.veteransdisabilitylawcenter.com

Under “The Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 2022”, those who lived, worked, or 
were exposed (even in utero) to toxic water may be entitled to compensation.

Surviving Family Members can File a Claim

Will NOT affect your VA Disability Benefits

Lived or worked near Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, and 
developed any of the following conditions:

• Aplastic anemia
• Bladder cancer
• Breast cancer
• Esophageal cancer
• Pregnancy Hypertension
• Leukemia
• Liver cancer
• Lung cancer

• Miscarriage
• Multiple myeloma
• Myelodysplastic syndrome
• Neurobehavioral effects
• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
• Parkinson’s disease
• Renal toxicity
* Scleroderma

WATER CONTAMINATION AT CAMP LEJEUNE BETWEEN 1953-1987

SIGNIFICANT COMPENSATION IS POSSIBLE         LEARN MORE

CAMP LEJEUNE TOXIC WATER

YES NO

We have effectuated Congressional 
amendments to the laws that help 

active duty Military Servicemembers 
and Veterans worldwide:
www.asoldiershome.net

If you or a loved one lived, worked or 
served at U.S. Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune in North Carolina from 1953 to 
1987, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion due to exposure to contaminated 
drinking water under recent legislation, 
separate from VA disability compensa-
tion.
Let our team of experienced, accredited 
Veterans Law attorneys work with you to 
determine if you qualify and help you get 
the compensation you deserve.

Matthew R. Cooper - Accredited VA Attorney.  Nationally-recognized for helping Military 
Servicemembers around the world, and families throught the midwest for the past 30 years:
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Basketball! It’s what’s happening!
Check inside 
for Sports 
Pages
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404 West Monroe St. Bangor, MI • (269) 427-1700

Commercial and Residential 
Quick Professional Quality Work 

Full-Service Plumbing   
Replacement & Repair

Residential Septic
& Drain Cleaning
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Take Charge of Your Mental Health and Well-being 
When life feels difficult, you don’t have to go through it alone. Having an experienced and 
compassionate counselor can give you the knowledge and tools you need to reach your goals and 
achieve personal growth.

Call to schedule your in-person or virtual appointment today. 
(269) 245-3850

bronsonhealth.com/counseling  

SOUTH HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
YOUR SCHOOL OF CHOICE

OPEN ENROLLMENT

OPEN for enrollment of non-resident students
under Section 105 and 105c (Schools of Choice).
Please see traditional school year grade
openings (above).
ENROLL NOW!
Administration Building: 554 Green Street |
www.shps.org > Enrollment > Enrollment
Information
PH: (269) 637-0500 | enrollment@shps.org

JANUARY 4th - 19th

INTEGRITY | COLLABORATION | ACCOUNTABILITY | RESPECT | EXCELLENCE

Lincoln Elem.
K: 0 openings
1st GR: 5 openings
2nd GR: 0 openings 
3rd GR: 0 openings

Maple Grove Elem.
K: 0 openings 
1st GR: 2 openings
2nd GR: 0 openings
3rd GR: 0 openings

North Shore Elem.
4th GR: 0 openings
5th GR: 0 openings

Baseline Middle Sch.
6th GR: 2 openings
7th GR: 2 openings
8th GR: 0 openings

SH High School
9th GR: 1 opening
10th GR: 1 opening 
11th GR: 1 opening
12th GR: 0 openings

WAY South Haven
9th GR: 5 openings
10th GR: 4 openings
11th GR: 3 openings
12th GR: 1 opening

If You’re Leaving your Employer,
Do You Know Your 401(k) Options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), including leaving 
the money in your former employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s 
plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or cashing 
out the account subject to tax consequences. We can help you review your 
options so that you can select the one that’s best for you. If you decide to 
roll it over to an Edward Jones IRA, we can help.

Rick Buller
Financial Advisor 
850 Marshall St., Allegan, MI 49010
269-686-8025

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.

Member SIPCwww.edwardjones.com

CALL TODAY FOR AN ESTIMATEKROHN
EXCAVATING,
L L C

269-767-0941

Steve Krohn     616-836-1942
Scott Krohn     269-217-8910

Jason Krohn     269-352-7999

55365 M43 • Bangor, Michigan • 49013

Locally Owned
 & Operated

ANDY PETERSON
521-6462

www.northshorepest.com

• Mosquitoes &
  Stinging Insects

• Ants • Termites
• Spiders • Moles

Park Meadows 
Apartments

One, two, and three bedroom 
apartments and town homes
• Central air • Dishwasher • Microwaves 

• Personal washers and dryers 
• Nine acres of beautiful natural surroundings

 269-639-7275
 11225 Park Meadows Dr., Ste. D.   

 South Haven, MI 49090
www.medallionmgmt.com

 TTY 711

Lane Soft Water

Permits 
Breedsville Residents

Building Permits
Rental Inspections
Contact the Village 269-427-9029

Electrical Permits
Contact State of Michigan 
            for a permit

Plumbing Permits
Contact State of Michigan 

              for a permit

Mechanical Permits
Walt Devisser 269-427-7543

AUCTION

Weekly online auction ends 
Jan. 7: 2009 Chevrolet Traverse; 
2008 Ford Escape; Barbie col-
lections; vintage toys, thermom-
eters, cameras; kitchen sup-
plies; video controllers, games 
and more. Visit bid.sherwood-
auctionservicellc.com for this, 
more auctions.

200+ Excellent firearm & ammo 
online auction. Plus, Hoagland 
Estate auction Mio. Bid from 
anywhere shipping/inspection 
available. Interested in selling 
guns? Call John Peck 989-345-
4866. JohnPeckAuctions.com 
Michigan’s premier gun auction-
eers.

Now accepting consignments! 
Contact 810-266-6474 or  Info@
narhiauctions.com for rates & in-
formation. Sell from our location 
or yours (may vary per lot, see 
individual listings for details), 
bidding from Jan. 25-Jan. 29.

Massive commercial business 
liquidation online auction locat-
ed in Lansing . Featuring nearly 
300 lots:  Electrical, Plumbing, 
Building supplies, Floor mainte-
nance, Construction Equipment, 
scissor lifts, Forklift, much more! 
Bidding ends Jan. 12.  Michiga-
nAuctionCompany.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and 
shingle style, HALF OFF SPE-
CIAL COLORS! Lifetime as-
phalt shingles. Steel and vinyl 
siding. Hail damage. Licensed 
and insured builders. Pole Build-
ings. Quality work for 40 years! 
AMISH CREW.  517-575-3695.   

MATTRESSES

Adjustable Bed Brand New with 
mattress. Made is U.S.A., in 
plastic, with warranty. Retail cost 
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.00.  
Call for showing or delivery:  
DanDanTheMattressMan.com   
989-832-1866

MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-835-7273 
Hablamos Español

MISCELLANEOUS

AMISH BUILT storage sheds 
and mini cabins delivered to 
your site anywhere in Michigan!  
Starting at $2,500.00
mynextbarn.com   989-832-
1866

PAY-PER-CALL ADS

Switch to DISH and get up to a 
$300 gift card! Plus get the Mul-
tisport pack included for a lim-
ited time!  Hurry, call for details: 
1-866-950-6757

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qual-
ifying purchase* Call 1-855-922-
0420 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

CPM STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED NETWORK:
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Central Auto & Equipment, Inc.

269-628-4727
22203 M-40 South • Gobles, MI 49055

Tue.-Fri. 9:00-5:30,  
Sat. 9-3,
Closed Sun.- Mon.

Utility & Cargo Trailers,Wiring, Hitching,  
RV Supplies, Truck Caps & Accessories

Sales & 
Service

Roy’s Home Center is
Proud to Introduce the All New

Kingsley Series 
of Fine Homes

• Amish Built Quality
• Custom Design Changes
• The Very Finest Cabinets

25978 M-40 Highway, Gobles, MI 49055
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 & Sat. 10-4

(269) 628-4644 • www.royshomecenter.com

“Building Relationships One home At A Time since 1972”

• Serving Southwestern Michigan Since 1972
• One of the Largest Modular Displays in the 4 State Area

• Great Financing, Custom Building & Award Winning Service
The Educated Choice in Housing 

Forrest Automotive
269-628-2954

We take pride in our work!
We are a Napa Auto Care Center,  

family owned business since 1994. 
Quality auto repair facility, also selling 
parts over the counter. We stock Amsoil 

products and other auto parts, too. 

County Road 390 
in Gobles.  

Sun.- Weds. 11 am-8 pm, Thurs. - Sat. 11 am-9 pm

13366 M-40 Hwy. 
Gobles 

(269) 628-9187

Delicious, Authentic
Meals
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Now Serving Breakfast!

SHOP LOCAL • ENJOY GOBLES • SHOP LOCAL • ENJOY GOBLES • SHOP LOCAL

OWNER:
MICHELLE VAN HEUKELUM

Everything is GREAT
 in the Land of

shop smart
shop in

Nino’s Pizza & Sub sNino’s Pizza & Sub s
628-2157
628-2158

CALL :

13259 M-40 N.
Gobles, MI 49055

Gobles

Gobles

Gobles

Gob
les

M: 616.717.0133
O: 269.301.0100

MittenShores.com
SHANNON MILLER STORINO   Broker-Partner
Local Roots… 

 ABR,SRS, RENE, AHWD
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VBCD 2024 Tree SeeDling Sale
Beautify your yard through the 
Van Buren Conservation District 
(VBCD) Tree Sale! For many 
years, the VBCD Tree Seedling 
Sale has provided our commu-
nity the opportunity to purchase 
affordable, native tree and shrub 
seedlings. Whether you are 
looking for ornamental plants, 
windbreaks, or building habitat, 
we have something for you! 
Know that your participation in our Tree Sale goes to a great cause. This sale 
aims to reforest our community and raise funds for conservation programs.

What Tree Sale Offers
This year, we are excited to add several new species to our classic choices. We 
offer a variety of seedling species and products:
• Conifer seedlings    • Deciduous seedlings    • Small tree/shrub seedlings
• Dunegrass plugs    • Seed packets    • Accessories
For the full list of seedlings, their descriptions and species information, go to
VanBurenCD.org/shop. We have habitat and plant experts to help you pick the 
right species for you!

How It Works
Pre-orders are placed from January 1, 2024 to March 31, 2024. Pre-orders can 
be placed online by visiting VanBurenCD.org/shop or stop by the VBCD office 
for a paper order form. Order pickups are April 11, 12, and 13, 
2024 at the VBCD office (1035 E Michigan Ave., Paw Paw) or 
the Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum (903 S Bailey Ave., South 
Haven). Any leftover stock will also be available for sale April 
11, 12, and 13.

Need Help?
Contact Outreach Coordinator Jacob Diljak by calling 269-
633-9052 or by emailing Outreach@VanBurenCD.org

Need Help?
Contact Outreach Coordinator Jacob Diljak by calling 269-633-9052 or by emailing
Outreach@VanBurenCD.org

203 S. State Street, Gobles
Call 628-2691 or 628-2107

www.newellinsuranceagency.com

GOBLES INSURANCE
CENTER

D. L. MILLER FUNERAL HOME, INC
BLOOMINGDALE CHAPEL

203 E. Spring P.O. Box 171 
Bloomingdale, MI 49026 

PH: (269) 521-3121
Floyd Decker, manager

BANGOR CHAPEL
258 W. Monroe St.
Bangor, MI 49013

PH: (269) 427-7551
Ryan K. Oliver, manager/owner

GOBLES CHAPEL
208 W. Main P.O. Box 6

Gobles, MI 49055
PH: (269) 628-2852
D.L. Miller, manager

JENSEN’S
EXCAVATING

INCORPORATED

(269) 637-5642
JensensExcavating.com

DRAINAGE • WATER & SEWER • DRIVEWAYS

RECYCLED CONCRETE • SAND • TOPSOIL • STONE • GRAVEL

JENSEN’S
EXCAVATING

INCORPORATED

(269) 637-5642
JensensExcavating.com

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
SEWER SYSTEM INSTALLATION & REPAIR

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP
SERVICES AND INFORMATION

(updated11/01/23)
53053 County Road 388 – PO Box 323

Grand Junction, MI 49056  •  (269) 434-6227
  A zoning compliance permit must be obtained before 
any construction is started, even if a building permit is 
not required. 
  Building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical 
inspections are required for all new construction and 
prior to moving mobile homes into township (as well as 
relocating within the township). 
  An investigation fee of $100 dollars will be assessed 
for any work starting before obtaining appropriate 
permits. 
  Use of Recreational Vehicles, Travel Trailers, and 
Tents require a purchased permit from the Township 
Hall (open Monday through Friday 9 am to 1 pm).

ZONING -------------------------------------  269-434-6227
BUILDING – Rich McGrew  --------------   269-228-3234
ELECTRICAL – MI Twp Services --------1-800-626-5964
PLUMBING – Fred Ristau  ------------------269-249-8061
MECHANICAL – Norm Klug --------------- 269-252-3512

BURN PERMIT- Fire Dept  ----------434-6266 / 434-6227
Please leave address of your burn on voicemail
________________________________

The Transfer Station is open one day each weekend from 9AM 
to 5PM.  That day is Saturday EXCEPT when we alternate to the 
first Sunday of each month.  18868 52-1/2 St., Grand Junction

_______________________________
The township provides a variety of other services including 
notary, copies/faxes, hall rental, end of life cemetery arrange-
ments, and other services as needed and appropriate.

_______________________________
Meeting Notices are posted at the Township Hall 

and on the Township Website. 
Please see our website for updates and details:

www.columbiatwp.com

Columbia Township Board of Trustees

Where Your Business Is Always Appreciated!
(269) 427-5500 • Bangor

M,W,TH,Friday   8 am - 6 pm
Saturday   8 am - Noon

Closed Tuesdays

(269) 521-3515
24-Hour Service
365 Days a Year! OWNER  

Dan 
Brownell

• Air to Air 
  Heat Pumps
• Geo-Thermal 
   Units

Specializing in:

• Oil
• Gas

Emergency Service 
Furnace Replacement
New Construction  
Installation • A/C Service 
& Installation • Repair 

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Concrete Driveways, Porches & All Concrete Work
- Masonry, Brick, Block, Stone & Chimneys
-All Repairs • We repair leaky basements!

Property Management & Property Maintenance
“No job too big or small” - Senior Discounts

Call 269-491-2895

00369 CR 665 •  Bloomingdale,  MI  •   49026
s t a n d a r d b l o c k s 4 4 9 9 @ g m a i l . c o m

StandardStandard

Commercial and Residential • Quick Professional Quality Work 

404 West Monroe St. Bangor, MI • (269) 427-1700

Full-Service Plumbing   
Replacement & Repair

Residential Septic  
& Drain Cleaning

75772 24th Ave. South Haven, MI • (269) 637-2299

CPM STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED NETWORK:

PAY-PER-CALL ADS

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial – steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer – 
50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-718-
1856
 
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-866-783-0224
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-
369-2501
 
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, we’re waiving all installation 
costs! (Additional terms apply.) 
Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23. Call                 
1-888-510-0901
 
DIRECTV Sports Pack - 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks 
included. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. 
Some restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-888-351-0154
 
DURACELL. The #1 trusted bat-
tery brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When 
fully charged the M150 provides 
enough power to charge all your 
devices- laptops, phones, tab-
lets, earbuds and more for work 
and fun. Give the gift of portable 
power this holiday season -only 
$199. Go to portablepower.
info/187
 
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-866-319-1374
 
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES  in 
as little as  ONE DAY!  Superior 
quality bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRICES!  Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls.  Call Now! 877-401-2404

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show you how 
much you can save.  Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-866-766-
6658. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right 
provider.

PEST CONTROL:   PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or 
an inspection today! 1-844-524-
7227 Have zip code of property 
ready when calling
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Follow Covert Public Schools on Facebook for updated 
information on sports, activities, and events.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  www.covertps.org

ACHIEVE • INNOVATE  • LEAD
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Athletics

Cheerleaders cheered on the team. Coached by Natisha Jones.

Varsity Basketball takes center court with their win over 
Howardsville.  Coached by Jeremy Jones.

Students love attending the Hark Up 
performance every year.  This year 
was extra special as their former 
music teacher made a point of 
honoring them at the performance.  
Chaperoned by Nicole Bell (music 
teacher) and Melanie Smith (English 
teacher).

Christmas Concert
Covert High School and Middle School raised the roof with their 
dynamic Christmas program.  Band students and the Choir Ensemble 
blessed the audience with carols and songs.  Great job, Nicole Bell, 
Music Instructor.

Hark Up Performance

Students were nomin-
ated to receive 
special awards from 
their teachers for 
both academics 
and behavior.  First-
semester winners are; 
Marcus Preston,  Katy 
Ruiz, Rachel Gibson, 
Natasha Diaz, Gracie 
Diaz, Zachary Riddle, 
and Rilee Williams.  
Great Job Bulldogs!!!

Academics and 
Behavior Awards

Covert Township Fire Department and Covert 
Township Lions Club bless Covert students 
with a gift giveaway for the Thread of Hope 
After School Program at Covert Public Schools. 
Children from Pre-K to Eighth grade all received 
Christmas gifts to take home.

Many Blessings Received

Thanksgiving Fun

Approved by Covert Public Schools Board of Education on December 11, 2023.

Covert Public Schools
Strategic Plan Summary │ 2023-2028

OPERATIONS
PERSONNEL

AND LEADERSHIP

Strategic Goal Areas

ACADEMICS AND 
PROGRAMS

LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT / 

CULTURE

COMMUNICATION 
/ COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Mission

Provide a quality education in an 
inclusive and supportive 

environment while promoting 
excellence through innovative 

possibilities.

Vision

A nurturing community where all 
are inspired and empowered to 

pursue their dreams.

Board of Education
Val Bury, President

Geoffrey Rose, Vice President

Veronica Aburto Cortes, Treasurer

Cheryl McCray, Secretary

Ella Harrington, Trustee

Dewayne Swans, Trustee

Aaron Wittorp, Trustee

Belief Statements
We believe:

• in providing meaningful opportunities to achieve 
excellence.

• in a safe, nurturing, and kind environment for all.
• in helping students to de�ne and pursue their future.
• all community members should be seen, heard, and valued.
• we are one school, one family, and one community.

Superintendent
Yolanda Brunt

Covert Public Schools
Strategic Plan Summary │ 2023-2028

Academics/Programs

Goal Statement: Covert Public Schools will 
provide a quality education and a variety of 
opportunities that motivate and support students 
to become the best versions of themselves.

First Year Objectives:

o Ensuring essential standards at each level 
per subject are identi�ed.

o Start creation of curriculum maps for content 
alignment.

Learning Environment 
/ Culture

Goal Statement: Covert Public 
Schools will create an 
environment that fosters learning 
for all. 

First Year Objectives:
o Identify PBIS system (Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports) for middle and 
high school.

Communications / Community 
Engagement

Goal Statement: Covert Public Schools will foster 
community relationships and enhance 
communication and involvement

First Year Objectives:
o Identify and recruit family members (to increase 

parent involvement).

Personnel / Leadership

Goal Statement: Covert Public 
Schools will recruit, retain, and 
develop a diverse, high-quality 
staff.

First Year Objectives:
o Have adequate bilingual 

staff at each grade level.

Operations
Goal Statement:  Covert Public 
Schools will provide safe 
facilities and streamlined 
operations and procedures while 
maintaining �scal responsibility.

First Year Objectives:
o Complete an overview of 

playground. Determine next 
steps to address 
repair/replacement of 
playground equipment.
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Dewayne Swans, Trustee

Aaron Wittorp, Trustee

Belief Statements
We believe:

• in providing meaningful opportunities to achieve 
excellence.

• in a safe, nurturing, and kind environment for all.
• in helping students to de�ne and pursue their future.
• all community members should be seen, heard, and valued.
• we are one school, one family, and one community.

Superintendent
Yolanda BruntCovert Public Schools

Strategic Plan Summary │ 2023-2028

Academics/Programs

Goal Statement: Covert Public Schools will 
provide a quality education and a variety of 
opportunities that motivate and support students 
to become the best versions of themselves.

First Year Objectives:

o Ensuring essential standards at each level 
per subject are identi�ed.

o Start creation of curriculum maps for content 
alignment.

Learning Environment 
/ Culture

Goal Statement: Covert Public 
Schools will create an 
environment that fosters learning 
for all. 

First Year Objectives:
o Identify PBIS system (Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports) for middle and 
high school.

Communications / Community 
Engagement

Goal Statement: Covert Public Schools will foster 
community relationships and enhance 
communication and involvement

First Year Objectives:
o Identify and recruit family members (to increase 

parent involvement).

Personnel / Leadership

Goal Statement: Covert Public 
Schools will recruit, retain, and 
develop a diverse, high-quality 
staff.

First Year Objectives:
o Have adequate bilingual 

staff at each grade level.

Operations
Goal Statement:  Covert Public 
Schools will provide safe 
facilities and streamlined 
operations and procedures while 
maintaining �scal responsibility.

First Year Objectives:
o Complete an overview of 

playground. Determine next 
steps to address 
repair/replacement of 
playground equipment.

Pre-K through 5th grade students had the opportunity to pick a 
Christmas gift thanks to Pastor Eric Jarvis and his gracious parishio-
ners at South Haven First Assembly of God. Students were treated 
to a festively decorated library, holiday music, and a variety of age-
appropriate toys. In addition to the giving spirit of Pastor Jarvis and 
many in the South Haven community, many of our staff members 
pitched in to create a beautiful setting for this very special event! 
The kids were beyond excited to see the decorations and gifts!

Covert students had a 
fun Meet and Greet with 

Representative Joey Andrews.

Meeting with
Representative
Joey Andrews

Christmas Miracle
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
The Zoning Board of Appeals of South Haven Charter Township will hold a pub-
lic hearing and regular meeting at the South Haven Township Hall 09761 Blue 
Star Hwy on Monday January 15, 2024, 7:00PM to allow public response to the 
following variance application: 

John and Cynthia Smagacz of Chicago IL have petitioned for dimensional 
variances to construct a dwelling at 77587 Sheridan Road (80-17-229-015-
00). Required front setback is 35ft; request is for 16ft of relief (19ft from 
property line) for front steps (house 22ft from front property line) and re-
quired rear setback is 50ft; request is for 12ft of relief (38ft from property 
line). 
Iver Johnson of Chicago IL has petitioned for dimensional variances to 
construct a dwelling at 77533 Michigan (80-17-230-001/006-00). Required 
front setback is 35ft; request is for 5ft of relief (30ft from property line) for 
18x10 front porch (house 40ft from front property line) and required rear 
setback is 50ft; request is for 35ft of relief (15 ft from property line) for 20x20 
deck (house 38ft from property line).
Melody Williams Trust of South Haven MI has petitioned for lot area and lot 
width variances for a land division at 20001 20th Ave (80-17-239-024-10). 
Zoned LDR, Low Density Residential. Required lot area is 1 acre; request is 
for .37acre of relief.  Required lot width is 150ft; request is for 41ft of relief. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the application can be reviewed at the 
Township Hall during the zoning administrator hours Tues’s 9-12p and Thurs’s 
1:30-4p or call 269-637-3305 / 1-800-626-5964 or request by email shtwp.zon-
inga@gmail.com. Written comment may also be submitted to the zoning admin-
istrator. 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that written comments may be submitted to 
the Township Clerk at the address set forth below, during regular business hours 
of regular business days or by mail at the address set forth below, up to the date of 
the hearing and will also be accepted by the Planning Commission at the hearing.   
South Haven Charter Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services to individuals with disabilities at the hearing upon seven (7) days’ 
notice to the South Haven Charter Township Clerk. 
South Haven Charter Township Hall 
Brenda Bertorelli, Clerk   
09761 Blue Star Highway, South Haven, MI  49090
269-637-3305

S & B CLEAN UP
Your FULL Service 

Specialist
Tree Removal/Trimming,

House/Deck Power Wash-
ing, Painting, Staining, 
Gutters. Cleaning out of 
Basements, Storage Units, 
Garages.  Brush Removal, 
Trash/Garbage, and Appli-
ances. Licensed and IN-
SURED.  (269) 206-6094  

(269) 598-8551
HEATING TUNE-UPS, repairs and re-
placements.  CALL ME!  Joe Wegel Heat-
ing & Air Conditioning.  Bangor and sur-
rounding areas.  (269) 906-0917 

NOW HIRING – Full and 
part time positions avail-
able for direct care staff.  
No experience neces-
sary, all training provided. 
Please call (269) 628-
9099 to schedule an in-
terview or apply on line at 
cornerstoneafc.com

MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENTS!!  Low cost.  Call 
Sherry at Ken Bleeker In-
surance.  No obligation 
quotes.  (269) 672-5228

JON GETMAN CON-
STRUCTION   LICENSED 
AND INSURED, All phases 
of construction.  Roofing, 
siding, decks, windows and 
home demolition work.  Call 
(269) 637-1891

HOME & AUTO INSUR-
ANCE!! Low cost.  Call 
Katie at Ken Bleeker Insur-
ance.  No obligation quotes.  
(269) 672-5228.

WANTED! CLARK’S AUTO 
PARTS is buying cars, truck 
and all metals for recycling. 
Lawrence, MI. (269) 674-
4905 or 1-800-707-8650.

WOLVERINE COACH 
TRUCK CAPS- new and 
used. Repair work and 
replacement glass on all 
brands. Trailer wiring on 
all kinds. Locks and acces-
sories for trucks and SUVs. 
668-3794.

HOT DEALS on FURNAC-
ES, BOILERS, & CEN-
TRAL AIR CONDITIONING 
SYSTEMS – Great warran-
ties, competitive pricing and 
installed by a name that has 
been trusted in the area 
over 60 years.  Valentine 
Heating & Cooling Service  
(269) 427-8751.

PISTOL CLASSES: CCW, 
NRA Certified Instructors. 
WATERVLIET ROD & GUN 
CLUB, (269) 468-3837 or 
(269) 470-9191.

OPEN!!

Serving Southwestern Michigan
MULTIPLE UNIT DISCOUNTS

OR CALL 673-9563
1-800-223-9563

White
Wedding
Units

• Special Events 
• Handwashing
  & Handicap
• Construction Sites

CLEAN &
DEPENDABLE

RYNO 
TAXIDERMY

AWARD-WINNING FISH 
SKIN & REPRODUCTION 

MOUNTS
 Mill Lake Road, Gobles.

(269) 628-2587 

Taxidermy since 1953!

CERTIFIED
MASTER 
TAXIDERMIST 

NEED A PREMIUM 
MATTRESS FOR 

HALF OF THE RETAIL 
PRICE??? 

Contact Mindy at (269) 
267-3092 or look me up at 
Frannies Farm Stand and 
PM me for details!!

WANTED: 
STANDING TIMBER

Top Michigan lumber 
manufacturer seeking land 
owners with 25 or more 
mature hardwood trees to 
sell.  Qualityhardwoodsinc.
com. (517) 566-8061.

WANTED  Broken,   
wrecked or unwanted 
cars,  trucks,tractors, doz-
ers, loaders or any farm 
equipment. Paying cash! 
Cell: (269)  906- 5596

CONTRACTORS DUMP-
STER RENTAL, LLC - You 
Call, We Haul! 10, 20, 30 & 
40 yard dumpsters for con-
tractors, composting, yard, 
farm, scrap, college dorm, 
clean out estate, foreclo-
sures, recycling & demoli-
tion.  Call (269) 760-0668.

RUSTY, SMELLY WATER? We Can Help!
Call Gordon Water (269) 382-0068. 

gordonwater.com 

ROY’S COMPUTER REPAIR
20 years experience.  Full service repair 
for desktops, laptops, networks, surveil-
lance, servers, hardware, software, virus 
removal.     Call (269) 767-8426 or email

royncomputers@gmail.com

CLOCK REPAIR - Most 
makes and models includ-
ing the Atmos clock. By ap-
pointment only. Credit cards 
accepted.   (269) 290-0171.

DIVORCE AGREEMENT  
Non-contested divorce, with 
or without children, non-
attorney. (269) 345-1173

Like 
Us!

Van Buren Reminder

WANTED LAND FOR 
RENT for agricultural use.  
odawaagricultural@gmail.
com or (269) 214-4480.

Reminder

SnoW fooling, Look at these great ads! ADS
Call 269-427-7474 to advertise.

FREE KITTENS TO 
GOOD HOMES:  2 males, 
1 female, 8 weeks old. Lit-
ter box trained and fully 
weaned. SH area. Call/
Text: (269) 206-6051.

Any condition
Many options available
Call Today
(269) 913-4466

LOCAL INVESTOR
BUYING HOUSE & LAND.

NO COMMISSIONS
PAYING CASH

we design your
 ads for FREE.

Reminder  269-427-7474

S H PO
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SOUTH HAVEN
CHARTER TOWNSHIP

Board Meeting Schedule 2024
Regular Meetings of the South Haven Charter 

Township Board will be held on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month @ 7:30 p.m., at the South 

Haven Township Hall, 09761 Blue Star Memorial 
Highway (southwest corner of Blue Star & M-140)

 January 10th
 February 14th
 March 13th
 April 10th
 May 8th
 June 12th

July  10th
August 14th
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th
December 11th

Trinity Lutheran Church 
& School

“Engaging & connecting all people 
to the love of Jesus”
Sunday Praise Service 9:00 am
Sun. School/Bible Study 10:15 am
 Traditional Worship 11:00 am

Additional activities for all ages listed on our 
website at www.trinitylutheran.com 
721 Pine St. Paw Paw, MI 49079 • (269) 657-4840
Email churchoffice@trinitylutheran.com
Church office hours are Monday-Friday 8am - 4pm
Providing Infant care, daycare, and 
Kindergarten - 8th grade.

The Bloomingdale Bible Church
Jer. 6:16   Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask 
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls.
A Caring Church Family with In-depth, verse-by-verseBi-
ble Study, the Old Hymns & Praise, & Prayer Power.
Interim Pastor Dave McAlpine
Sunday Services:        9:45 am   Sunday School
  11:00 am   Worship Service
Wednesday    3:00 pm   Prayer Power Hour
 Phone: (269) 427-2101
             Deacon Phone: 370-0026
210 Chestnut Street NW at Pine
Bloomingdale, MI  49026

Isn’t It Time To Come Home?

Journey Family Church

Calvary Baptist 
Church
403 E. Van Buren
Gobles, MI
(269) 628-4100
Sunday School 9:45 am
-for all ages-
Morning Service 11:00 am
Jr. Church Program for Children
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night @ 7:00 pm
  King’s Kids Program
          -ages 4 & up
  Ladies Bible Study 9:00 am

Pastor 
Douglas 
Yoder 

Pastor 
Jim
Robertson

Merson Church

3313 102nd Ave., Gobles
Sundays
Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:45 am
Evening Service 6 pm

Ladies Bible Study
Tuesday 9:30-11:00 am

Pastor
Alan Carson

SPREAD THE WORD...
PLACE CHURCH SERVICES HERE  $9.75 per week

55661 M-43 East P.O. 236, Bangor, MI 
Phone (269) 427.7067
Sunday School  10:00 am
BBkids Church 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Monday Prayer & Praise  6:00 pm
           Everyone Welcome
Wed. Women’s Bible Study 5:00 pm
Adult Bible Study 6:00 pm

Bangor Baptist 
Church
Pastor David Johnson &
First Lady Renee Johnson

Sunday Bible Study: 9am
Sunday Service Times: 9am & 11am
Prayer Night: 6:30pm on Tuesday

FUSION Youth Group: MS: 6-7:30pm / 
HS: 7:30-9pm on Wednesday

Location: @ The Church
514 W. Van Buren Street, Gobles • 
(269) 628-2288
www.journeyfamilychurch.com

Pastor
Brett 
Champion

208 East Pine Street
bdalechurch1858@gmail.com 
Sunday School 9:45 am 
    (classes for all ages)
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 pm
AWANA 5:15 pm
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7 pm
Tuesday Men’s Prayer Breakfast 6:00 am
(269) 521-4233
bccpastorbrett@gmail.com

Bloomingdale
Christian Church

Horseshoe Community
Bible Church
4950 104th Ave., Grand Junction, MI  
Phone (269) 521-4580
Sunday School 10 am
Sunday Worship 11 am
Evening Services 6pm
Wed. Bible Study &
Prayer Meeting 6:30pm 
Pastor Don Miller

Pastor
Gary
Napp

Church Directory

Townline United 
Methodist Church
9:15 am - Sunday School for ALL ages
10:30 am - Sunday Worship Service
10:30 am - Worship on Facebook Live 
Life Groups
Wednesday’s @ 7pm
FAYGO Youth Group 6-12 grade - 
  1st & 3rd Saturday’s @5:30p.m.
Men’s Group-1st Sat. of the month at 8:00am
Prominent Women’s Ministry activities
prominentwomenministries.com

41470 24th Ave, Bloomingdale / (269) 521-4559
Pastor Jim Robertson
www.facebook.com/townlineumc
townlineumc.org

Northpoint Ministries
of Gobles
04077 M40, Gobles MI  49055
269-628-9199

Sunday - Worship Service 11am
Monday - Bible Study 6:30
Wednesday - Prayer Meeting 7pm

Pastor Phil 
Phifer

Kibbie Christian 
Reformed Church 
00479 CR 687 South Haven, MI 49090
269-637-6575
11am Sunday Worship Service-Pastor Vern Swieringa
(vswier245@gmail.com)
Additional activities:
Adult Sunday School 10am
Children’s Worship ages 4-8yrs old
AA Meetings every Thursday 7pm
Community Potlucks the 2nd Wednesday every 
month @ 6pm
Principe de Paz-Spanish Church
3 pm Sunday Worship Service-Pastor Alfredo De La 
Rosa (pastordelarosa72@hotmail.com)
Additional activities:
Spanish Bible Study every Wednesday 6pm
www.kibbiechurch.com
www.facebook.com/kibbiechurch

Pastors: Gary Lounsberry & John Losen Jr.

Wednesday Nights Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm
Call (269) 673-5274 for transportation services
Sr. Pastor Alan Carson Sr.
Assistant Pastor, Paul Gille
Youth Pastor Jim Davis

M-F 8AM-5PM 
SAT-SUN CLOSED

A useful ESCAPE...

TOM SMITH
TRACTOR SALES, INC.

TOM SMITH
TRACTOR SALES, INC.

Featuring

Models available 
from 25HP up to 95HP

Model MT125
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

as low as

$180
PER MONTH!

FOUNE
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • IRRIGATION

WELL DRILLING & REPAIR
Since 1970

628-2700

4” - 8” Wells
Specializing in 5” PVC wells

Member of Michigan and National
Ground Water Association

33215 M-43
PAW PAW

WELL DRILLING INC.

STATE LICENSE #80-2159

Accepting most mAjor credit/debit cArds

FOR SALE: 1983 Chevy C70 (16,039 miles) flat 
bed truck (tank not included) and a 1997 Ford 
350 pickup truck (11,579 miles).  Please note 
that the Ford 350 was involved in an accident. 
For more information, contact Bloomingdale 

Township Fire Department at 269-521-3535 or 
via email at fhouse@btc-bci.com.  Or via Mail: 
P.O. Box 11, Bloomingdale, MI 49026. Bids will 
be accepted until the Township Board meeting 

on January 17, 2024 at 7 pm.269-427-7474 

Meet our #PetoftheWeek, Callista!
ADOPTION READY: This sweet lady 

is Callista and she desperately needs 
a home and out of the shelter. She’s 
roughly 8 years old and is currently 

on some treatment for her skin and it 
seems to be working. She’s good with 
other some dogs, cats and kids. Please 
consider adopting her this sweet girl. 
Please stop in at Friends of Van Buren 
County Animal Control Michigan to 

meet her today.
If you’d like to adopt this amazing lady, 

go to  al-van.org/adopt to fill out an
application.
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS  
ABOUT FUNERALS

Funerals have to be traditional
Funerals are inconvenient
Funerals and cremation are mutually exclusive
Funerals are routine and meaningless
Funerals should reflect the wishes of the deceased 
Funerals are too expensive
Funerals are only for religious people

Your 
Memories
are
Precious.
Let’s honor 
Them…

203 E. Spring
 P.O. Box 171 Bloomingdale, MI 49026 

PH: (269) 521-3121
Floyd Decker - Manager

208 W. Main
 P.O. Box 6 Gobles, MI 49055

PH: (269) 628-2852
D.L Miller - Manager

D. L. MILLER FUNERAL HOME, INC.
GOBLES CHAPELBLOOMINGDALE CHAPEL

258 W. Monroe St.
Bangor, MI 49013

PH: (269) 427-7551
Ryan K. Oliver - Manager/Owner

BANGOR CHAPEL

• Traditional funerals and grave side services
• Cremation services • Tribute Life videos

• Prearrangement service with free consultation
• Grave Markers & Head Stones

No worries.  No surprises.
The service you’ve trusted year after 
year will be the service you receive 

for years to come.
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Zach Nelson
(269) 655-4012
znelsondirtworks@gmail.com

SERVING BLOOMINGDALE AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

For all your residential, 
commercial, and agricultural 

excavating needs

Barb Strong
Realtor

269.271.3376
27 years in business

110 Spring St. • Bloomingdale, MI
www.lakesandcountry.com

soldbuystrong@gmail.com

Since  
1985Harris ConAg, LLC Mark J. Harris

• Specializing in Agriculture
• City Water/Sewer
• Excavating & Demolition

mark82harris@hotmail.com

Office: 269-521-3566

08750 44th St. Bloomingdale

Cell: 269-720-6393 Fax: 269-521-3196

A great community...
Midway along the KalHaven Trail

Discover Great Outdoor Recreation, Michigan History & Friendly People.

Bloomingdale

FINANCE AND ADMISSIONS:
Covering the cost of extended care may be a concern.  Our 
highly knowledgeable business staff assist you in evaluating 
your financial options.  Finding options include; but may not 
be limited to Medicare, Private Insurance, Nursing Home 
Insurance, Private Payment & Medicaid.
DIMENSIONS OF SERVICE:
24 Hour licensed nursing care, Physician, Supervised Care, 
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy Speech Therapy, 
Home-cooked Meals, Secure home-like setting, Completely 
renovated!  Private & Semi-Private Rooms, Recreation Ac-
tivities, Air Conditioned, Beautifully Landscaped Courtyard, 
Non-smoking facility.

“Family serving
Families with

compassion and care”

Phone: (269)-521-3383 
Fax: (269) 521-3370 
www.peplinskigroup.com
42235 CR 390, Bloomingdale

Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
 Meadow Woods

P.O. Box 132
Bloomingdale, MI 49026

Phone: 269-521-7774
Fax: 269-521-7520

Email: Ryan@hjfoxinsurance.com
Web: www.hjfoxinsurance.com

AUTO  •  HOME  • LIFE  •  IRA’S  •  ANNUITIES



10th Grade Visits
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December 31, 2023
250 South St. • Lawrence, MI 49064 • 269-539-5256

Van Buren Tech welcomed 10th graders from local school 
districts to explore exciting possibilities and dive into over 
25 diverse CTE programs that Van Buren Tech offers. 

EAD & Culinary Arts & Catering 
Management

Van Buren Tech’s Engineering and Architectural Design 
program joined forces with the Culinary Arts & Catering 
Management program to create gingerbread houses. 
Combining 
creativity and 
precision, our 
students are 
crafting sweet 
masterpieces that 
showcase the 
perfect blend of 
design and culinary 
skills.

Happy Holidays from Van Buren Tech
Van Buren Tech would like to wish everyone a joyful 
Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with warmth, 
laughter, and good times with loved ones!

One AM and one PM student was selected from each career cluster at Van Buren Tech: Health, Phys Tech, Human Services, and Info Tech. Winners were selected based on the 
recommendation from their instructor and their excellence and exceptional behavior.

 Student of the Quarter

Congratulations to the Student of the Quarter winners for the first quarter.

Polymer Technologies (PM)
Dowagiac Union High School

Dental Occupations (PM)
Paw Paw High School

Auto Maintenance & Light 
Repair (AM)

Bloomingdale High School

Allied Health (AM)
Lawton High School

Culinary Arts & Catering 
Management (AM)

Lawton High School

Finance, Investment & 
Technology (PM)

Paw Paw High School

Culinary Arts & Catering 
Management (PM)

Paw Paw High School

Marketing, Sales & 
Business (AM)

Decatur High School

Fire Science Academy
Van Buren Tech is proud to 
congratulate Fire Science 
Academy instructor, 
Jeromy Robertson, on 
being named the 2023 Fire 
Instructor of the Year by 
the Michigan Fire Service 
Instructors Association. 
Steve Richardson 
nominated Robertson. 

Nick George, Fire Chief for 
Highland Township, MI 
spoke in support of the 
nomination and was a mentor to Jeromy. Steve Lowder 
(Bangor, MI) read a letter of support from Assistant Chief 
Jed Wild (Portage, MI). Assistant Chief Wild is a former 
Van Buren County Training Coordinator for the FireFighter 
Training Division for the State. Lowder is a long-time 
instructor and member of the Van Buren County Training 
Committee. After the nomination was submitted, Jeromy 
was promoted to Deputy Chief of the Columbia Township 
Fire Department. He was listed as a Captain at the time of 
the nomination.

Marketing, Sales & Business
The Marketing, Sales & Business program took two teams 
to the Junior Achievement Titan Business Challenge at 
WMU's Haworth College of Business on Friday, December 
15. In addition to meeting with business professionals, 
students heard from keynote speaker Jeff Fielder, President 
and CEO of Advia Credit Union about the challenges of 
operating in today's business world.  

JA Titan is a simulation-based program in which high school 
students compete as business CEOs in the phone industry, 
experiencing firsthand how an organization evaluates 
alternatives, makes decisions, analyzes the outcomes of 
those decisions, and then strategizes what to do next. With 
a focus on financial literacy and insights into the workforce, 
JA Titan brings business economics to life. As students 
work in teams, or on their own, to make financial decisions 
about production, marketing, research and development 
(R&D), and corporate social responsibility (CSR), they begin 
to see how every choice an organization makes relates to 
its future success.

Participating Students: Jennifer Bacilio-Hartford, 
Estephanie Rodriguez Munoz-Bangor, Selah Davis-Paw Paw, 
Audrey Lewis-Mattawan, Chaz Hart-Watervliet.

Gracie Smith Jennifer Hafer Kady Sherrill Joshua Bemis Megan Robertson Emily Clark Trevor Ransler Antonio Fonseca


