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February & March
Star Students of the Month

March is Reading Month
Our biggest celebration in March has to be March is Reading 
Month! We were blessed to have the following guests come 
in and read aloud to our kids. Huge thank you to the 
Bloomingdale Court, Mr. Dygert, Dr. Dobbins, Mr. Stafford, 
Mrs. Sower, Senator Aric Nesbitt, Sherriff Dan Abbott, and 
the Michigan State Police! It is so important that our students 
are read to no matter what grade they are in! I know all the 
students loved to have different faces in our classrooms! If 
you would like to sign up to read next year, please email Mrs. 
Samuelson at  msamuelson@bdalecards.org with your interest 
in being a guest reader! 

Student Art on Display
First, third and fifth grade students from Bloomingdale 
Elementary have their art on display at the South Haven 
Center for the Arts from April 1- April 29. Our art teacher, 
Celeste Moerman, has done a great job highlighting the 
wonderful creations! If you have the opportunity to see this 
exhibit, the pictures do not do it justice.

 MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
Cardinal Chase
On Thursday, March 30th, Bloomingdale Middle and High 
School held the Cardinal Chase activity.  This event was a school-
wide fundraiser to support other student activities throughout the 
school year such as our “Amazing Cardinal Race”, “Cardinal Fun 
Day”, “Be the Change” drawings, and other events.   Students had 
an opportunity to participate in technology/gaming rooms, movie 
rooms, and gym/recreational activities.   Students were able to 
enjoy spending time with their friends and having an opportunity 
to connect with other classmates, as well as staff having an 
opportunity to build relationships with students.   This was an 
awesome school-wide team building event as we transitioned into 
Spring Break! 

Back row: Devon Brock, Julissa Ruviera, Madalyn Nesta, Nevaeh 
Caldwell, Acsel Garcia, Aryanna Reyes-Grimaldo Front row: 
Gabriel Cardona, Ezekiel Estrada, Abram Gutierrez, Hailey Fuss, Jay 
McNamera

March is Reading Month
March is Reading Month at Pullman Elementary! We enjoyed many 
guest readers, including the Bloomingdale Court, and lots of other 
activities. We had a Readathon that raised almost $400 for books for 
our students. We had a lot of fun with escape room activities, including 
one for St. Patrick’s Day and one for Dr. Seuss’ birthday. We had a 
reading themed magic show with John Dudley that was a big hit with 
our students. We ended the month with a reading celebration in the 
gym with lots of fun reading themed games. We were very fortunate 
to have some of our high school student athletes help out with the 
reading celebration. At Pullman Elementary, we love to read!

February employees 
of the month: 
Mike Larson and Gabe 
Fletcher-Guerra.

Mr. Larson has done a 
nice job stepping into 
being a 5th-grade teacher and making good connections 
with his students and supporting many of their interests. In 
addition, Mike has stepped up and is very helpful with many 
tasks, especially with technology. From helping with the 
Clevertouch screens to helping with the hallway monitor. 

Mr. G has done a great job working with students and ensuring 
that JDR is learning and growing and exposed to good books 
and building his comprehension. Also, Gabe has done a great 
job on the CPI team and supporting students who are really 
struggling.

March employees of the month: 
Tricia DeVries, Janie Rawson, Amanda Gonzalez

Mrs. DeVries is always ready to jump in to tackle new 
challenges and try new strategies to support her students’ 
needs. The support that she gives other staff members is 
definitely noticed.

Mrs. Rawson is ready, willing, and able to step in and give her 
all in any situation. Whether she is doing interventions with 
students, assisting a teacher the whole class, or supporting 
with a behavioral issue. 

Thank you both for being a part of our Pullman Elementary 
Team. We would Not be the same with

Miss Amanda has done an awesome job stepping in to support 
our students and staff in the cafeteria. She has implemented 
“lucky tray day” and has supported various needs that our 
students might have. We appreciate your helpful and positive 
attitude!

Pullman Employees of the Month

Brandon Lukes:  Applied for High School Principal

Mr. Lukes did TWO interviews - one to show how 
NOT to behave at an interview and then one to 
show how to impress at an interview … 

From the BAD 
interview:
• Arrived late
• Combing beard during 

the interview
• Kept correcting panel 

members, like he 
knew all the answers 
and they were wrong

• Very focused on salary 
Dressed sloppily - 

• Talked playing video 
games

• Doesn’t seem to think 
he has any weaknesses

• Thinks success is 
defined as always 
making him look good

• Complained about 
students whining all 
the time

• Didn’t appreciate 
being asked about 
references or his 
resume - responded 
with, “Why do y’all 
gotta be up in my 
business?”

• Said his previous boss 
was a hater

From the 
EXCELLENT 
interview:
• Clearly experienced 

- dean of students, 
experience with 
the counseling 
department, 
scheduling, state 
testing

• Understands that 
students and teachers 
will have bad days; 
has grace for that and 
starts each day with 
a clean slate; shows 
maturity

• Shows respect to 
students even when 
they are disrespectful

• Works collaboratively 
and believes that the 
collective voice has 
more merit than an 
individual

• Has a vision for the 
district … talked 
about how teachers 
view things from the 
classroom level

Personal Finance Class Interviews Candidates for Career Readiness
Each year in the Personal Finance class during the chapter on Career Readiness, we spend some time learning and 
practicing interview skills.  To that end, we try to “interview” a number of candidates.  Listed below are this year’s 
interview candidates, along with comments from the students following their interview:

Nathalie Yanes:  Applied 
for Middle School 
Science Teacher

Kevin Farmer:  Applied 
for High School Math 
Teacher

Deanna Dobbins:  
Applied for 
Superintendent 

Scott Pfeiffer:  Applied 
for Assistant Principal

Janis Havice:  Applied 
for Real Estate Agent

Ben Arking:  Applied 
for High School Band 
Teacher 

Global School Play Day
We started February off strong with Global School Play Day! 
It was a day of games, building relationships with peers, and 
the best part was no electronics were used! Students were able 
to spread out throughout the whole building to just have fun! 
The coolest part about today and this is celebrated not just 
in the United States but the entire world! What a great way 
to unite just not just our school but unite kids all around the 
world! 

100th Day of School
We finally made it…..that is to our 100th day of school! 
Kindergarten was under construction building all sorts of 
things to 100! We also had the help from the 5th graders who 
did an amazing job helping our littlest friends learn so many 
different ways to make 100! Even Young Fives got in on the 
action and counted to 100 by tens!  Who knew that building 
with 100 could grow our brains so much and be so much fun!  

Ice Skating Field Trip
Bloomingdale students learned that hard work pays off! Our 
students raised enough money that once again, they were 
rewarded with a special field trip to South Haven skating rink! 
This has turned into one of our favorite field trips funded by 
our amazing PTO! Not only did every student get to skate 
with ice skates but they also were able to enjoy a nice cup 
of hot chocolate! Keep up the amazing work Bloomingdale 
Elementary Students! 

Bloomingdale Public Library Visit
Every Friday in March, all the grades were able to explore our 
own local library! Everyone was able to listen to a story while 
learning about the different books that anyone can check out 
if they have a library card! The best part is that it’s FREE! 
The librarians did an amazing job with also teaching our 
students about that week’s topic and having them complete an 
art project! If you haven’t check out the little gem we have in 
town, I highly suggest taking your child to check out a book 
or two! A huge thank you Mrs. Bull for putting on an amazing 
presentation for our students! 


